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On February 6, 2018 a group of 
touring students and teachers 
from China participated in an 
informative event at Laurelwood 
Acadmey Farms which included 
hands-on experiences. 
   First, Laurelwood staff and stu-
dents worked with the Chinese 
visitors at the mill greenhouse 
mixing organic potting soil and 
water, putting the mixture into 
seed flats, and planting bok choy 
seeds in those containers.
   Next, the group was escorted 
across the road to another green-
house where they transplanted 
young broccoli plants. Then they 
placed organic fertilizer around 
tomato plants in a third green-
house.
   After instruction by Dan Fuller, 
the visitors were loaned prun-
ing shears and allowed to prac-
tice cutting off water suckers in 
the pear orchard. One Chinese 
teacher smiled joyfully as she 
practiced pruning over and over. 
   The tour ended with lunch in 
the pavilion.

Will Work For Food (and Money)
Nineteen Milo Academy students participated in a 
program this summer where they worked at Laurel-
wood Academy Farms to earn money for their school 
bills at Milo. The students were divided into various 
groups. One helped with a roadside stand, two helped 
in the farm stand with processing food and serving 
customers, four or five helped with harvesting on the 
main farm, and the remainder went to Mahogany to 
weed, prepare soil, and transplant. The girls stayed 
with Amiel and Vanessa Farfan at the entrance to the 
Girl Scout Camp. And Jason and Marguerita Henry 
housed the boys at the Girl Scout Camp Lodge.

Please Be Safe!
To obtain a clearer understanding of safety in the 
farming industry, six Laurelwood Academy Farm staff 
attended an all day event, Produce Safety Alliance 
Grower Training, organized by the Oregon Depart-
ment of Agriculture and held in Corvallis on October 
4, 2018. Each participant received a large binder with 
slides and extra information from the presentations 
and earned a certificate of attendance. Each one also 
was given a Food Safety Field Training Kit for Fresh 
Produce Handlers in English and Spanish.
   A pre-test and post-test were given to assess the ef-
fectiveness of the training. Following the session, staff 
debriefed at Laughing Planet in Corvallis, then enjoyed 
a laughing session at Baskin Robbins in Springfield.

How to Become an American Farmer

Laurelwood Academy FARMS website:
https://laurelwoodacademyfarms.com

FARM link on Laurelwood Academy website:
https://www.laurelwoodacademy.org/form-c1eoa

Laurelwood Farm PRODUCE on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/jasperoregon/

Laurelwood Academy Farm EVENTS on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/laurelwoodacademy-
farms/

2018 Update

DID YOU KNOW?
Laurelwood Academy Farms sells wholesale, retail, 
and also donates and discounts to organizations that 
help other people. Our wholesale customers include 
Charlie’s Produce (Portland), Cafe Glendi, Lotus Gar-
den Vegetarian Restaurant, Brun’s Market, Govindas 
Vegetarian Buffet, Fins Drive In, Red Barn Natural 
Grocery, and Emerald Fruit & Produce Co., Inc. 
   In the summer, Life Bible regularly bought discount-
ed produce to distribute at church bazaars. Eugene 
Area Gleaners has picked up free produce to give to 
the needy, including apples  and a bin of peppers.



What a Corny Idea!
With an abundant crop of corn from our new field at 
Mahogany harvested and our wholesale buyer saying 
he was done with local corn for the year, we decided to 
process and freeze several bins of corn to prevent loss. 
Sunday, October 21, 2018, seven new Milo students 
who had recently arrived from Colombia worked dili-
gently with our Sunday farm crew to shuck, blanch, cut 
and bag corn for freezing. 
   The process was repeated three days later with Shari 
McDougal and Trina Middleton replacing the boys. 
Results for the two mornings of hard work: One hun-
dred and fifteen gallons and 40 quarts of corn ready for 
the freezer. Special thanks to Sandy Henton for the use 
of her propane cookers and pots.

Se Habla Español Aquí
Several of our staff speak Spanish to one degree or an-
other and are able to greet and communicate with our 
Spanish-speaking customers. Now we just need to add 
French and Sign Language to our accomplishments, 
as we also have some French-speaking and hearing-
impaired customers.

The Harvest is Plentiful
To celebrate our harvest and get acquainted with our 
community, Laurelwood Academy Farms hosted its 
first Fall Festival in conjunction with Arise, and the 
Storyline and Fall Creek SDA Churches on Sunday, 
October 14, 2018. A beautiful fall day brought out a 
large crowd to partake of the FREE food, entertain-
ment and fellowship.
     Fresh squeezed apple cider, roasted corn-on-
the-cob, baked potatoes and chili, and pumpkin 
pie graced the menu. Envision pumpkins - carved, 
bowled, decorating the barn, eaten in pie. The corn 
and pie-eating contests produced lots of laughter and 
shouts. A tour of the grounds was had via a hayride. 
Small children with their faces painted fished for 
prizes, or played in the jumping house. Three giant 
sling shots pulled back by strong youth and adults 
catapulted apples across the field. 
   “FUN!” signed a hearing impaired young man. 
“Where do I pay?” asked another gentleman. Two 
different ladies commented to a volunteer that they 
had never been treated so kindly before.


